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4VAC15-50-110. Game: Bear: Use of Dogs in Hunting Bear. 
 
Summary: 
 
This proposal would continue to only prohibit use of dogs to hunt bear during the first two weeks of deer 
season in the event that deer season is lengthened to four weeks in Amherst, Bedford and Nelson 
counties. 
 
Proposed language of amendment: 
 
4VAC15-50-110. Use of Dogs in Hunting Bear. 1 
 2 
A. It shall be unlawful to use dogs for the hunting of bear during the open season for hunting deer in the 3 
counties west of the Blue Ridge Mountains and during the first 16 days of the deer open season in the 4 
counties of Amherst (west of Business U.S. 29 from the James River to its intersection with U.S. 29 just 5 
south of the town of Amherst continuing north on U.S. 29 to the Tye River), Bedford, and Nelson (west 6 
of Route 151); and within the boundaries of the national forests, except that tracking dogs as described in 7 
§ 29.1-516.1 of the Code of Virginia may be used. 8 
 9 
B. It shall be unlawful to use dogs for the hunting of bear during the first 14 days of the open season for 10 
hunting deer in the counties of Greene and Madison, except that tracking dogs as described in § 29.1-11 
516.1 of the Code of Virginia may be used. 12 
 13 
C. It shall be unlawful to use dogs for the hunting of bear during the open season prescribed in 4VAC15-14 
50-11 in the counties of Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Carroll (east of the New River), 15 
Fairfax, Floyd, Franklin, Grayson (east of the New River), Henry, Loudoun, Montgomery (south of 16 
Interstate 81), Patrick, Pittsylvania (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Pulaski (south of Interstate 81), 17 
Roanoke (south of Interstate 81), Wythe (southeast of the New River or that part bounded by Route 21 on 18 
the west, Interstate 81 on the north, the county line on the east, the New River on the southeast and 19 
Cripple Creek on the south); in the city of Lynchburg; and on Amelia, Chester F. Phelps, G. Richard 20 
Thompson, and Pettigrew Wildlife Management Areas, except that tracking dogs as described in § 29.1-21 
516.1 of the Code of Virginia may be used. 22 
 
Rationale 
 
Currently, the use of dogs for bear hunting is prohibited in Amherst, Nelson and Bedford counties during 
the two-week deer season.  If the deer season is lengthened to four weeks in these counties and this 
regulation is not changed, bear dog hunting would be prohibited for a longer duration (four weeks).  
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